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Subject Introduction to Christian Ethics 

Code PE301     (Undergraduate unit)    

Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this unit, students will:  

A. Know and understand:  

(a) The framework and themes of biblical ethics  

(b) The key questions, theories and tools of philosophical ethics  

(c) The various historical traditions of theological ethics  

(d) Selected contemporary ethical issues  

B. Be able to:  

(a) Use the Bible in ethics  

(b) Apply the methods of philosophical and ethical thinking  

(c) Discuss the types of ethical theories  

(d) Present an analytical evidence-based argument or perspective  

C. Be in a position to:  

(a) Integrate perspectives from philosophical and theological ethics into 

biblical interpretation and Christian thinking  

(b) Use philosophical and theological ethics for personal understanding 

and in ministry contexts  

(c) Examine current issues in contemporary Christianity and society with 

reference to theological and philosophical ethic 
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Content 

Section A: Biblical Ethics  

1 Using the Bible in Ethics:  

(a) Methodological issues raised in moving from the Bible to modern 

ethical issues.  

(b) A brief survey of how the Bible has been used in ethics.  

2 Old Testament Ethics:  

(a) Framework: creation, sin, covenant, prophecy and wisdom;  

(b) Ethical themes in the Old Testament;  

3 New Testament Ethics:  

(a) Sermon on the Mount, Pauline ethics, 1 Peter, James.  

(b) Ethical themes: Kingdom and eschatology, righteousness/justice, love 

command.  

Section B: Philosophical Ethics  

1 Introducing Ethics as a discipline: its nature and function.  

2 Types of Ethical Theories:  

(a) Theories of Obligation: deontological &teleological;  

(b) Theories of Virtue: traits, character, motivation, disposition;  

(c) The relationship between obligation and virtue.  

Section C: Ethical Issues  

Candidates choose two of the following areas for study: 

Divorce and re-marriage  

Sexual morality: fidelity, adultery, homosexuality  

Sexism and racism  

Wealth and poverty  

Cohabitation  

Scheduled Semester 2, 2016 

Timetable Intensive Unit October 4-7  

Pre-requisites None 

Lecturer Jeff Pugh 

Delivery mode 39 hours of face to face contact  
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Assessment 
Information TBA 

Fee $1800 Credit  -  Undergraduate unit 

$  550 Audit 

 

 

 

Subject Introduction to Christian Ethics 

Code PE501     (Graduate unit) 

Learning Outcomes 

On completion of this unit, students will:  

A. Know and understand:  

(a) The framework and themes of biblical ethics  

(b) The key questions, theories and tools of philosophical ethics  

(c) The various historical traditions of theological ethics  

(d) Selected contemporary ethical issues  

B. Be able to:  

(a) Use the Bible in ethics  

(b) Apply the methods of philosophical and ethical thinking  

(c) Discuss the types of ethical theories  

(d) Present an analytical evidence-based argument or perspective  

C. Be in a position to:  

(a) Integrate perspectives from philosophical and theological ethics into 

biblical interpretation and Christian thinking  

(b) Use philosophical and theological ethics for personal understanding 

and in ministry contexts  

(c) Examine current issues in contemporary Christianity and society with 

reference to theological and philosophical ethic 
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Content 

Section A: Biblical Ethics  

1 Using the Bible in Ethics:  

(a) Methodological issues raised in moving from the Bible to modern 

ethical issues.  

(b) A brief survey of how the Bible has been used in ethics.  

2 Old Testament Ethics:  

(a) Framework: creation, sin, covenant, prophecy and wisdom;  

(b) Ethical themes in the Old Testament;  

3 New Testament Ethics:  

(a) Sermon on the Mount, Pauline ethics, 1 Peter, James.  

(b) Ethical themes: Kingdom and eschatology, righteousness/justice, love 

command.  

Section B: Philosophical Ethics  

1 Introducing Ethics as a discipline: its nature and function.  

2 Types of Ethical Theories:  

(a) Theories of Obligation: deontological &teleological;  

(b) Theories of Virtue: traits, character, motivation, disposition;  

(c) The relationship between obligation and virtue.  

Section C: Ethical Issues  

Candidates choose two of the following areas for study: 

Divorce and re-marriage  

Sexual morality: fidelity, adultery, homosexuality  

Sexism and racism  

Wealth and poverty  

Cohabitation  

Scheduled Semester 2, 2016 

Timetable Intensive Unit October 4-7 

Pre-requisites None 

Lecturer Jeff Pugh 

Delivery mode 39 hours of face to face contact consisting of  
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Assessment 
Information TBA 

Fee $1992 Credit  - Graduate unit 

$  550 Audit 

 


